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Contribution, Collaboration and Confusion

What is this presentation about?

= The Moodle community and my involvement in it

= What to expect from community involvement
= What to avoid!



Contribution

= Giving your work to the community
= A great way to get yourself known
= Feels awesome

= Gives you a say Iin the project




Contribution

= My way in — a one-line patch

= Porting some code to Moodle 2 when | got
stuck

Block's style.php in Moodle 2 not being included

by Mark Johnson - Wednesday, 5 August 2009, 03:28 PM

T

I've got a block that I'm trying to port to Moodle 2 which includes it's own stylesheet via a styles.php file. However, for some reason
it isn't being included along with other blocks' stylesheets.

I've had a poke around in theme/styles.php and all | can tell is that it's not being added to %files after get_sheets_for_plugin_type is
called, although the other blocks with styles.php files are. Is there anything | need to look out for in 2.0 that could be causing this?

' Re: Block's style.php in Moodle 2 not being included
| by Tim Hunt - Wednesday, 5 August 2009, 05:09 PM
N

Sounds like a bug. | changed that code recently. Please file a bug in the tracker (http:/ftracker.moodle.org/) and assign it to me.



Contribution

= Discussed the issue on the bug tracker
= Debugged the problem
= Created a patch!

diff --git atheme/styles.php bAheme/ityles.php
index d94dcfc..eld2f46 100644

---aftheme/styles.php
+++ b/theme/styles.php

@@ -116,7 +116,7 @@ Sfiles = array();
// here can be overridden by theme CSS.
if ($pluginsheets) {
foreach ($THEME->pluginsheets as $plugintype) {
$files += get sheets for plugin_type($plugintype);
+ $files = array_merge($files, get sheets for plugin_type($plugintype));
}
}



Contribution

= Opened the floodgates...

CONTRIB-1152: MRBS prior to version 1.4.x
mishandles timezones in some environments MDL-15800: Internet Explorer

when displaying bookings made before cannot load 'Edit Profile’ page
change to daylight saving time when in

daylight saving time. These booking times
show as an hour early.

CONTRIB-1569: Lots of notices for
undefined settings in ILP block

MDL-19907: Mandatory fields accepting space as input

CONTRIB-1671: Force Booking function doesn't move
bookings with DST timeshift applied



Collaboration

= Working together to achieve a goal
= A conerstone of Open Development

= Done correctly provides the best solutions and
the best code



Collaboration

My first plugin

Accessibility

A- [ A

All A




ollaboration

Finding current styles

By Mark johnsan - Monday, & July 2009, 12:23 P

ﬁ Hi #veryons,

I'm currently working on an accessibility tool for moodle. Is there a way of finding the current styles, such as the font size. that will be used for the current page?

I've had a look at style_sheet_setupl(). which combines all the relevant stylesheets. Would it be possible to call that and parse the required properties from its output, or use
some of it's code to generate the data | want?

Thanks

Re
by Frank Ralf - Monday

Hi Mark,

N

The best way to analyse the C55 of any given web page is using Firebu oper toolbar.

COther useful resources are C55 FAQ an

Re: Finding current styles
by Carvell Fenton - Monday, & july 2009, 01:45 PM

orted on the Mozilla Firefox web
rough Intemet Explorer, If you spend some time

Frank beat me to the answer:
browser, so | would recommend you get tha

on the links Frank has provided. and the Firebug website, itis use it

Firebug was a HUGE help to me in fixing an issue | was ha s just last week:
related to that problem, and it includes Sor ts of Firebug in action.

information overload. but if you are interested here is the thread that

http:/{fmoadle um/fdiscuss.phptd=126935

Carvell



Collaboration

Rar: Finding current styles
1w Mark pohnson - Monday, & july 2009, 02:31 PM
hﬂ Sormy guys, | don't seem to have made myself very clear.

What | meant was that, in a PHP script being run by a moodle user, is it possible to determine the stylesheet that's going to be used for any pages being displayed to
that user?

I know that | can view it myself after it's been served up to the browser, but | need a way of finding a current style attribute from the stylesheet before it's served
{e.g. when it's generated by code in style_sheet_setupl) )

What exactly do you want to do to the €55 in your accessibility tool?

Re: Finding current styles
by Tim Hunt - Monday, & july 2009, 05:11 PM
"~
1 ’ Are you sure you can't achieve the same effect another way. for example by sending an additional stylesheet with limportant rules?
i

If you really need to do this, you could call style_sheet_setup wrapped in ob_starty_get_contents/_end_clean, but that is probably an ugly hack.



Collaboration

¥ Re: Finding current styles
h Wi Dy Enrigue Robredo - Friday, 28 August 2009, 01:03 PM

= es_utf8.zip

Hi Mark, this is the spanish (es_utf) traslation. Congratulations for your work.

| Re: Finding current styles
by Joachim Vogelgesang - Saturday, 7 November 2009, 12:38 PM

= de_utf8.zip

Hi.,

the german translation==



Collaboration

Milk It!

(%] Message History - Shiretoko HmEE @ Message History - Shiretoko [=]e ][]l
| http://moodle.org/message/history.php?userl=355854{ | | %1 | http://moodle org/message/historyphp?userl =193522&user2=85¢ |
) . Sunday, 22 November 2009 (Al

Re: Finding current styles Enrique Robredo [04:25 PM]: Hello Mark:

by Joachim Vogelgesang - Sunday, 29 November 2009, 07:18 PM This is the translation for your strings

= de_ utf8.zip Error changing colour scheme = Error cambiando el esquema de
colores
Hi Mark, Error resetting colour scheme = Errar reiniciano el esquema de colores

Error saving settings = Ermor cambiandao |a configuracian
Error changing size = Ermor cambiando el tamano
Error resetfing text size = Ermor reiniciando el tamano del texto

the update of German translation

Wednesday, 18 November 2009
This is the short translation, long translation (and more especific) is

Mark Johnson [09:42 AMI: Hi Joachim, adding "5e ha producido un emor..." before the phrase.

Hola Enrique, =
Thanks for translating my Accessibility block! I've just For example: "Se ha producido un error cambiando el esguema de
changed a few more bits of text to lang strings, | was colores"

wondering if you'd mind giving the me the translations to | i

could add them to CV5? Thanks

s Sk f.O"OWS: It is the same for all strings

Error changing colour scheme - -
Error resetting colour scheme 3 Done # )
Error saving settings Error saving settings

Error changing size Error changing size

Error resetting text size Error resetting text size

Thanks again for your help! Thanks again for your help!

Mark Mark
Done F Done #




Confusion

= Not everything needs community approval
= As many opinions as people
= Design by committee — can be dangerous

GUCCI - baby's rattle By ozaking Baby Einstein Discover and Play By gracobaby
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ozaking/4793380/ http://www.flickr.com/photos/gracobaby/3269794712/



Confusion

= Not everything needs community approval
= As many opinions as people

= Design by committee — can be dangerous
= Design by community — disasterous!

= Ask the right questions, to the right people



Confusion

First name™® |Mark |

surname™ (Johnson |

Email address™ |johnsnm@taunton5.ac.uk ]

Email display | Hide:my email address from everyone v

Email activated | This email address is enabled |v |

Email format™ | Pretty HTML format ~

Email charset” | site (UTF-8) v |

Email digest type™ | No digest (single email per forum post) v |




Confusion

Please comment: Changing the advanced form items symbol to &
by Olli Savolainen - Wednesday, 5 August 2009, 07:08 PM

MDL-20011

l@

as

As a great part of human population has color blindness (and red-green is a common type of that
color blindness, see, for example http://www.asktog.com/basics/firstPrinciples.html) the

advanced items in a form should be differentiated from the required items by more than just
being green instead of red.

Reasoning for choosing this specific symbol are in the tracker item.

]

™ Waker = GERE (G+4855)
Walt Disney Script v4.1 ¥ - GEAR (U+2699)



Confusion

Y Re; Please comment: Changing the advanced Torm items symbal o @
Pl hv Mauno Korosfainen - Sunday. 3 009, 04928 =4

ﬁ M Lgrpnise Lo Eeep guie for @ sehale afler this final post bl | desrt still understand this onginal reed for marking advenced fields with some symbal...
1 b tried to find some good examples but don't fing any.

Peapds athan rmter e ter axample te Dnagal . My aceoont in Daupal Dropalarg ias enly 3 raiired falds maked with red astarsk: Usamams, F-madl
acdress and Countey, Al athers elds ane aplional and they don't have any symbels ta name them advarged or aptional featunes, Liser account fields ans
i S Labs: Accounl, Wk, Doupal, Persaval snlorpation ared Ry newsletlers,

ranced

in the future versions of meocle ideal user profiles could be mone nole based so that acministratars could select which fields are shown for which role
ard in which erdar & graup dfielesat er tab). This gaes fe: Flease commert: Changing the advanced fomm (hems symbal o &

he ahle ta create sach & new system for versians atte b DI Sawelalnen - Satirday. 15 August 2003, C4.00 FM

One interesting new study based on previcus “best pr
provicw.aspatdoc_id=3731860 particularly pages 35,
fwch_farms_desigr_guidelines_zn_cyvetracking_study

F‘h | beefieve strongly Lhal Lhis iz dilimately nol @ problern for adminizrators o solve. ILis guod i§ such conbial is provided dwithoul clubtening e config Ui
E_ Turther.... @ 1 1o admins who know their vsers, bul | erd W assume most don't,

7

!

indicati = =mn i 2 A Thiera is a ralated thread ahout this whare | ciflined same reasans far collapsible firlnsats vs. advarcan ibams.
ndicatio
Fc- Ploass commcont Changing the advancad tom items symbal to 8
Therz al el L e L s A ys they work. If we did have clear
-But wary If myw scroen reader follows cach opkior with thz wond lopcngo fassuming any soncon readers anc urecods avanc ! what uscful information does that corwey to me? a fnrﬂ'.':..r:unn; e procoss, we wr!ul-'!
-Fnamlag Comparad ta ar image with an alt="2dvanzed Optian®. &lthough an hearirg “advancad Cpticr” a number of times | might prefar “azenge” far brevity 9 d ol be impossible. ALthe moment i is:
Indicatio Vi sl il Trsevris. i Wikl i Fighom ey list ol dislikes o § i U ives of sirngdifyirg s
P [l PG W G LI {re- 20070 ad laads af
ey | am rot sure whare these advarced aptions ga but my 2c iz that | don't think adwanced aptans should b mixed up with regular aptions, IF they should exist at all | dwanced items are reguired, in the cantaxt
Dioeaaiy Lhink they skoukl be ir another Teklas), oo ina i, o angther screen are-7007.0 If we taak thase advanced
asterisks - 3 i adwanced option might nel make sense
it | dhan*t @i bhink thers shisudd his asssanced aptinns mocr of tha timna. 2 . .
d ta have some refizble mears of firding
r_ Fa: Please oo
'i" by R hoaks For mest configuration Uls | aould prebar the first tab (o ficldsct cr whatewer! being generad opbions with the shsolube minenum recuined for 5085 of cases with
sensible delaits. Anl Labs ar fieldsets arseme ailes pranping lalbelad avooating 1 wlat these pariodan Sadvarces apfions da Tar the st Only wher the
Mlauno Ko romrtypical cpticrs reguire expem krowledge would §call them “advarces® (far instarce the retvors prefs onoosx) ard unlike the “advarced” @b in frefox settings
which der't seam bo be any mare o less acvanoed than ary ot the other sottings.
i also have f : ast af the users
| am reom ko Macs but the gzar symbel on the Mac scems ta be more of a contaxt menu far a system aith o guarantze of a right mousz butbon. 4 such | think it coule 3% Er s ars
3 Ee a really usatul device to Luse on the wel which s cursed with the same preblen. 8ot it decsn't autamatically scream “advanoed aption® ta ma.
| am saying

defaull not there in moodle as a required § oplional neid.

It= niot aven a matter of saperating them in tabs |, imbe it dosent make sensa having tabs saying mandatary field and another saying optional

fialds, from w=ability paint of you most users want even care ko visit the optional part then, :I‘:_:%‘:‘Hﬂ e e haS
i Lhink it vill do good il its grouped propedy in the page as Leo seperabe divisions with some interactive YU stuff which by defaull contradcls

the aptional fields but does show the user there exits more Info which ke can Fillaut

- 5 hmulel escist at all i
Lhink they skoukl be iranctber Teblesl oo ins L, o ansther soreen
I dan't evan think there shoud he acvanced nptions mass of tha Himea.

Faor mcst contiguration Uls Daculd prefer the firsk tab for icldsck er whabower! Boing gonenzd opbions with the aisoluts miremun reouined for 305 of cases with
sensilile dslaults, And fabs ar ielelers an seme otbes gl

rnipEng lalselead aroondiveg o vl thise paiodan “advard e an I Teas Pl resl Qinly when the
rortypical cpticrs reguire expent krowledge woulc § call them “advarcec® {far instarce the retwors prefs onooe) ard unlike the “advarced” @b in firefox setting:
which der' searn to be amy mone or less acwanoed than ary ot the ofher sotfings.

| arn reow ko Macs but the gear syrbed on the Mac sesms to be more of a contzxt meny far @ sy=stem with s quarantze of a right mouss butbon. &= such | think it coule
b 2 really usabul doyice b LSo on e wel wihich 65 CUrEed sth the samc prabdem. 8ot it decsn't autamatically scraam "advanocd aptian® b mo.



Confusion

= What should have happened?

Design and make a Gucci Rattle
THEN - Show it to the community
Get Feedback

Improve it

You don't HAVE to appease everyone — don't let
your Rattle become a Discover and Play



Conclusions

= Engaging with the community is immensely
rewarding
= Recognition
= Quality checking
= Motivation!



Conclusions

= Great way to contribute to the project, even if
you're not a coder!

= Translators
= |deas

= End-user experience
= Bugs



Conclusions

Communities need management to keep them
on task and productive - avoid design by
community!
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